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INTRODUCTION
This Plan and Policy Summary provides a brief overview of existing
plans, studies, and regulations that should be considered while
updating the Comprehensive Plan for Sheridan County. This
summary is intended to serve as a reference for the County
Commissioners, Planning Commission, planning team, Citizen’s
Advisory Committee, and the public as they work through the
planning process. It should be noted that this summary provides
only a general overview of each document. If more detail is required
or desired during the course of the plan update process, we
encourage you to refer to the actual documents and plans.
This summary is divided into the following sections:
 Countywide Plans and Studies,



Strategic Plans and Studies,
City of Sheridan,




Community Plans, and
Development Regulations and Intergovernmental
Agreements.

Each summary includes information on the source, background and
purpose, and key recommendations of the document.
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COUNTYWIDE PLANS AND STUDIES
A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR SHERIDAN
COUNTY
Date: 1979
Developed for: Sheridan County
Developed by: SAPA

Background and Purpose
The County Development Plan in 1979 was intended to guide the
development of those portions of the county not within the urban
areas in a manner that maximizes working, shopping, and
recreational opportunities and living conditions for the residents.
The plan had three objectives:
1. Provide a means of communication with the citizens
informing them of the goals and objectives of the County
Commissioners and Planning Commission.
2. It will serve as a common guide for county development to
the County Commissioners.
3. It will be interrelated with community plans and programs,
thus relating the development of the communities with the
County’s development.
The 1979 plan has been superseded by more recent plans.

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Date: 1979-1980, Updated 1981
Developed for: Sheridan County Planning Office
Developed by: CSSA/Wyoming Consulting Planners and Engineers

Background and Purpose
The Sheridan County Comprehensive Plan was created to guide the
43% growth anticipated to occur from 1980-1985. At the time of
the plan, the county expressed concern over the following growthrelated issues:
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Increased residential development along the base of the
mountains;
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Scattered subdivision developments occurring throughout the
county;




Impacts of growth in and around Story, Big Horn, and the
Big Goose;
Conversion of agricultural lands to residential development;



Depletion of county water resources; and



Limited sewer (only in city) and septic systems posing threat
to water quality.
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Key Recommendations
The plan established the following general goals for the county to
implement over the next ten years and update periodically to reflect
current conditions:
Growth Management




Growth management strategy relating economic
development to population and residential growth, land use,
and the need for and ability to provide services and facilities;
Continued emphasis on providing a broad range of housing
mixes, types and locations throughout the county;



Identify sensitive and critical county resources and develop
mechanisms to protect them;



Implement incentive zoning and other growth management
techniques to encourage a compact development pattern
and reduce rural sprawl.

Water supply


Develop a plan to extend the sewer system to service
buildings outside city limits to reduce the number of septic
systems.

Facilities and Services




Establish an Urban Service Area around the City of Sheridan
and form a joint planning arrangement for the
unincorporated lands within the service area.
Expand government facilities to accommodate future
demands.

Transportation


Work to form a direct relationship between land use and
transportation.



Update and improve the county airport to accommodate
future increases in air traffic.

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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Housing


Develop policies to guide future housing development to
discourage poorly planned rural sprawl that threatens to
disrupt the county’s scenic resources.

Implementation and Review
The plan recommends a semi-annual review process for the
comprehensive plan with major updating every five years.

UPDATE FOR SHERIDAN COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Date: January, 1982
Developed for: Sheridan County Planning Office
Developed by: CSSA/Wyoming Consulting Planners and Engineers,
Cheyenne, Wyoming

Background and Purpose
The county reviewed and updated the original Sheridan County
Comprehensive Plan to address the following concerns:
 The increase in residential development along the base of
the mountain.


Scattered subdivision developments occurring throughout the
county.



Continued growth in and around Story, Big Horn, and the
Big Goose Area.




The reduction of agricultural lands and subsequent
conversion of these lands into residential developments.
The continued depletions of water resources of the county.



Energy development impact on Sheridan County.

Key Recommendations
The County established the following goals to implement over the
next ten years, with annual review and updates:
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A growth management strategy relating economic
development to population and residential growth, land use,
and the need for and ability to provide services and facilities.



A continued emphasis on providing a broad range of
housing mixes, types and location throughout the County.



Identification of sensitive and critical county resources and
development of mechanisms to protect these resources.
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Implementation of incentive zoning techniques and other
techniques to encourage development to occur in a compact
form and to prohibit continuing developmental sprawl.
A direct relationship between land use and transportation
planning, so that changes in land use or transportation
facility implementation require revisions in the planning
policies.
A commitment to a semi-annual review process for the
Comprehensive Plan with major updating every five years.



An approach to joint planning between city and county for
an established Urban Service Area.



A series of techniques aimed at providing decision makers
with evaluation mechanisms to review development
proposals and their effect on the county, the Comprehensive
Plan, the environment, and the economy.

SHERIDAN COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT
PLAN/ VISION 2020
Date: Fall, 2000
Developed for: Sheridan County and City of Sheridan
Developed by: JGA Architects, Engineers, Planners and HKM
Engineering Inc.

Background and Purpose
The Growth Management Plan updates both the Sheridan Master
Plan and the Sheridan County Comprehensive Plan of 1981. It
provides policies to guide public investment and land use decisions
that will define the pattern and quality of future development. The
plan establishes nine key objectives:


Assure the compatibility of new development and
redevelopment with community values and existing
development;




Identify desired and likely growth areas;
Plan for orderly commercial development;




Maintain the Sheridan Historic Downtown District;
Enhance city and county cooperation;



Maintain natural and historic resources and environmental
quality;



Enhance recreational opportunities;



Plan public water and wastewater systems to facilitate
community expansion into desired Urban Growth Areas; and
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Plan transportation improvements to facilitate efficient traffic
flow within desired growth areas.

Key Recommendations
The plan identifies three major themes for growth management,
each with their own set of goals, as listed below:
Theme 1: Maintain a community character that preserves the
quality of life, values, and traditions of the area.


Assure the compatibility of new development and
redevelopment with community values and existing
development.



Maintain the Sheridan historic downtown district.




Create pleasing entryways into the City of Sheridan.
Maintain natural and historic resources and environmental
quality.




Enhance recreational opportunities.
Promote the construction of a wide range of housing types,
sizes, and costs.

Theme 2: Enable planned growth throughout Sheridan County.




Identify desired and likely growth areas.
Plan for orderly commercial development.
Establish development patterns to effectively utilize land
resources.



Plan public water and wastewater systems to facilitate
community expansion into desired growth areas.
Recognize and incorporate master plans prepared by other
communities and organizations into the county planning
process.



Theme 3: Initiate guidelines and standards to achieve predictable
and consistent land use and development.
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Enhance city and county cooperation.



Use consistent standards, regulations, and development
guidelines for all proposed development.




Simplify the City of Sheridan corporate boundary.
Maintain this Plan as an effective planning and growth
management tool.
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POPULATION, EMPLOYMENT, EARNINGS AND
PERSONAL INCOME TRENDS & SHERIDAN
COUNTY SUCCESSFUL COMMUNITIES WORKSHOP
Date: September and October 2003
Developed for: Sheridan County
Developed by: The Sonoran Institute / Center for a Vital Community

Background and Purpose
Sonoran Institute held a series of educational workshops on
elements of successful rural communities. Workshop goals were:
1. Understanding our local economy and regional trends,
2. Understanding what our city and county look like, and
3. Understanding tools available for land use planning.
Three workshops was held in October of 2003 at three different
times sought input from the community on the following topics:
 Socio-economic trends and analysis,
 Understand the local economy and keys to economic
success,
 Land use, growth trend, natural resource and infrastructure
issues,



A review of natural and build resources,
Growth management tools appropriate for Sheridan County,
and



Tools for managing rural land use change.

Key Recommendations
The following four main themes emerged from the workshops for the
long term planning for Sheridan included:




Capitalize on existing assets, qualities of the community,
Cultivate innovation and economic diversity,
Create long-term social capital, and



Develop community partnerships.
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COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT
Date: January 26-30, 2004
Developed for: Sheridan County
Developed by: Wyoming Rural Development Council (WRDC)

Background and Purpose
The county conducted a community survey or over 1,000 people to
evaluate community concerns for the county and its residents. The
survey consisted of three broad questions:
1. What do you think are the major problems and
challenges in Sheridan?
2. What do you think are the major strengths and assets in
Sheridan?
3. What projects would you like to see completed in two,
five, ten, and twenty years in Sheridan?
Responses generally fell into the following eight categories, as
described in the next section:




Affordable housing,
Economic development,
Coordination and implementation of master plan,







Infrastructure,
Health and Community,
Supporting Young Adults,
Community Projects, and
Public access to state lands.

Key Recommendations
Affordable Housing


Very little new housing is being built for middle and low
income wage earners. This has made it difficult for young
adults to live in the county.

Economic development
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The creation of a larger tourist destination is needed for the
county. Creating a unique environment that people want to
travel to is desired by Sheridan residents.
More businesses and cleaner businesses are also desired by
Sheridan County residents.
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Currently, the net income; $33,703, is lower than the US
average; $45,128. This in turn has made it very difficult for
residents to live comfortably in the county.

Coordination and implementation of master plan


The balance of open space and development needs to be
created and enforced.



The master plan needs to be updated and implemented to
reduce the problem of urban sprawl for the rapid growth the
county has experienced.

Infrastructure


Much of the infrastructure is in need of repair and updating.
This is important to the community to preserve the history
and feel of the county.

Health and Community


The community lacks outpatient clinics and after-hours
access to dentists and doctors. This has made is difficult for
residents to receive emergency care from facilities other than
the hospital emergency room. It has also made it difficult for
residents to obtain routine medical check ups because of the
difficultly of making appointments around work schedules.



Historic preservation is very important to maintaining the
community of Sheridan.

Supporting Young Adults
 Young adults are leaving the county because of the lack of
affordable entry level housing and because of the lack of
well-paying jobs. The county needs to create jobs and
housing that will attract young workers, so the county can
thrive in the future.
Community Projects
(Projects that respondents would like to be completed in the next 2,
5, 10, or 20 years)



Turn the Community College into a four year college.
Expand public facilities, such as the library.



Expand public recreational sites. More parks and outdoor
recreational activities are desired to improve the standard of
living in Sheridan while also helping build tourism.




Improve and preserve the environment, including clean up of
high polluting industries.
Implement community master plans, such as Vision 2020.



Public Access to State Lands

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR SHERIDAN
COUNTY
Date: 2007
Developed for: Sheridan County
Developed by: TSP

Background and Purpose
The County has a comprehensive Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)
that addresses buildings (Courthouse, Community Health Building,
Sheriff’s Department, County Annex, and Road and Bridge Shop),
roads, equipment, bridges, and information technology. The CIP is
developed through a process of staff interviews, facility assessments,
assemblage roadway data, bridge inspections, cost analysis and
summary, administrative review, and assigning yearly funding
priorities.
Total budget for FY 2007-2008 is $15,923,000. Funding is
allocated to address each of the categories listed above. Road and
bridge improvements are the largest categories. The CIP will be
updated annually.
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STRATEGIC AND FUNCTIONAL PLANS
AND STUDIES
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
FORWARD SHERIDAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY
Date: 2006
Developed for: Forward Sheridan
Developed by: Campaign Council and Campaign Stakeholder
Council

Background and Purpose
Sheridan County wages are 19% below Wyoming average wage.
Sheridan has a poverty rate of 10.8%. The Forward Sheridan
strategic plan seeks to create 633 new jobs in Sheridan County over
the next four years. To do this, Forward Sheridan plans to work with
existing companies to increase the county’s average income rate
and improve the image of the community. By investing $1.8 million,
the county in turn expects to generate about $19 million in new
payroll dollars each year. The following are the targets the county
intends to achieve through the implementation of the Forward
Sheridan strategy:



Raise per capita income earned wages from 54% to 60%;
Increase sales tax revenue growth rate from 5.6% to 7.6%;
and



Create jobs that will attract a minimum of 125 young
families to stabilize and increase school enrollment.

Key Recommendations
To improve the county’s economy, Forward Sheridan seeks to invest
$1.8 million into planning and implementation of an economic
growth plan in the following areas:


Organizational development and investor relations;




Promoting local economic expansion;
New business attraction;




Site development for new or expanded business; and
Workforce attraction program.

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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Objective 1: Create Environment to support economic growth
Goals



To educate the community about the importance and
necessity and value of planned growth for the Sheridan area
in the next four years.

Objective 2: Organizational development and investor relations
Goals



To hire a seasoned Economic Development professional to
implement the Forward Sheridan initiatives.



To hire additional staff to implement targeted marketing
programs designed to attract new business, in addition to
other internal marketing projects and administrative
functions to keep all Forward Sheridan stakeholders informed
on the status and accomplishments of the program.

Objective 3: Promote local economic expansion
Goals



To develop a comprehensive business retention and
expansion program for the Sheridan area.

Objective 4: New business attraction
Goals



To aggressively market Sheridan County as a prime location
for new business investment to specific “good fit” businesses.



To place Sheridan County more frequently on the “short list”
of site selection consultants.

Objective 5: Site development for new or expanded business
Goals



Improve available site inventory relative to competitor
communities.

Objective 6: Workforce attraction program
Goals
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Sheridan County will become nationally known for job
seekers of all ages.
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WATER AND WASTEWATER
TONGUE RIVER WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN
Date: September, 2000; revised May 2007
Developed for: Tongue River Watershed Steering Committee
Developed by: Sheridan County Conservation District

Background and Purpose
The Tongue River watershed is comprised of approximately 130,000
acres in the northwest portion of the county adjacent to Bighorn
National Forest near Ranchester. The majority of the watershed
acreage is privately owned. Water quality measures indicate
bacteria contamination from wildlife, livestock, domestic animals,
and humans as well as sedimentation from stream bed erosion
impacting the Tongue River. This plan recommends policy
directions to address the bacterial contamination of the Upper
Tongue River Watershed. The plan will be implemented on a
voluntary basis, therefore the plan places a strong emphasis on
education and outreach to landowners.

Key Recommendations


Maintain an on-going, active Steering Committee to provide
leadership and project oversight.



Continue long-term monitoring to further define watershed
condition and evaluate project effectiveness.
Improve understanding on the interaction among all land
uses and watershed condition, and the importance of water
quality as a measure of natural resource health.








Minimize the financial burden for installing BMPs.
Reduce water quality impacts from domestic animals,
including bacteria, nutrient, organic matter, and other
inputs.
Reduce water quality impacts from septic systems, including
bacteria, nutrients and other inputs.




Reduce water quality impacts from irrigation practices.
Reduce water quality impacts from unstable stream
channels/banks.



Reduce water quality impacts from poorly managed riparian
areas (or increase awareness about proper riparian zone
function/management).
Increase awareness about water quality impacts from other
activities including urban and rural residential areas, urban
stormwater, roads, wildlife and others.



SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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THE GOOSE CREEK WATERSHED MANAGEMENT
PLAN
Date: December, 2004
Developed for: Goose Creek Watershed Project
Developed by: Sheridan County Conservation District

Background and Purpose
The Big and Little Goose Creeks originate in Bighorn National Forest
and flow through Big Horn and Sheridan where they are a focal
point for the park system and a main recreation attraction. The
extensive use of these water bodies makes the maintenance of their
water quality, currently endangered by elevated levels of fecal
coliform, a high priority. This plan, funded through Clean Water
Act Section 319 funding, contains policies to address:




water quality,
water quantity,
upland areas, riparian corridors, and stream channels,



general information and education,




financial conditions, and
watershed plan implementation.

Key Recommendations
Water Quality
 Demonstrate progress towards reducing septic system
contributions to local water.
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Continue to demonstrate progress towards reducing livestock
(and other domestic anima) contributions of bacteria to local
streams and find new means to improve the local AFO
program.



Raise the awareness of watershed residents that wildlife
potentially contribute bacteria to local streams.



Minimize, to the extent practicable, the quantities of
sediments and other pollutants entering local streams
through proper use of BMPs.



Reduce the potential impacts of miscellaneous activities that
may affect local surface water and groundwater and aquatic
life habitat.



Raise awareness concerning the inter-relationships among
water quality parameters
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Water Quantity


Improve public awareness concerning the relationship
between water quantity and water quality and the benefits of
efficient water conservation practices and opportunities.

Upland Areas, Riparian Corridors, and Stream Channels






Maintain and promote healthy upland vegetative
communities to decrease storm water run-off, decrease
erosion, and increase infiltration rates.
Maintain and promote healthy riparian buffer zones which
improve water quality through sediment removal, nutrient
uptake, and lower water temperatures.
Maintain and promote, to the extent practicable, stream
channel systems (including irrigation diversions and returns)
with natural channel forming succession and sediment
transport.

General Information and Education
 Increase community awareness of the Goose Creek
watershed project and encourage voluntary participation
through public outreach and project salesmanship efforts.
Financial Conditions
 Increase SCDD/GCWPC and public knowledge of existing
funding resources to potentially provide a greater array of
project funding capabilities.
Watershed Plan Implementation
 Maintain an energetic planning committee, with SCCD
supervision, to actively implement a dynamic watershed plan
that addresses current and future watershed concerns.

Implementation and Review
The plan also includes an action register/milestone tables that lists
the various action items listed under each objective (listed above),
the party responsible, and the estimated timeframe for its
completion.

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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POWDER/TONGUE RIVER BASIN PLAN
(EXECUTIVE SUMMARY)
Date: February, 2002
Developed for: Wyoming Water Development Commission Basin
Planning Program
Developed by: HKM Engineering, Inc., Lord Consulting, Watts and
Associates

Background and Purpose
This plan document is one of four River Basin Plans in Wyoming. It
presents current and projected future uses of water in Wyoming’s
Powder/Tongue River Basin. Uses inventoried and analyzed include
agricultural, municipal, industrial, environmental, and recreational.
Surface and ground water uses are both described as is overall water
quality.
The study area includes the drainages of the Little Bighorn River,
Tongue River, Powder River, and Little Powder River. All of Sheridan
County is encompassed (primarily by the Tongue River Basin, but
also parts of Little Bighorn, and Powder River.
The report addresses:
 Water Law and the Yellowstone River Compact
 Water Use: Agriculture Irrigation, Municipal and Domestic,
Industrial, Recreational, and Environmental
 Reservoir Evaporation
 Current Water Use Summary:
o Dry Year: Total Surface Water = 192,000 acre-feet
annually. Groundwater = 73,100 ranges to Wet
Year: 208,000 acre-feet of surface water and
73,200 feet of groundwater.
 Available Surface and Ground Water :
o For Tongue River it varies from 40,000 acre-feet to
189,000 acre feet depending on year.
o For Powder River Basin, it varies from 74,300 to
211,500 acre-feet.
o As of December 2000, the planning area has 16,432
active ground water permits. Groundwater estimates
for the different aquifers are provided. The Madison
Aquifer System may have the most development
potential for high yield wells on a sustained basis.
 Projections for Different Uses
o Projections range from 198,500 acre-feet per year
(current and low projection) to 255,100 acre-feet per
year for high growth scenario.
 Future Water Use Opportunities
SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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CITY OF SHERIDAN – VETERANS
ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTER - WATER
PROJECT LEVEL II STUDY
Date: December, 2005
Developed for: Wyoming Water Development Commission
Developed by: HKM Engineering, Inc.

Background and Purpose
The primary purpose of this study is to: “evaluate the feasibility of
connecting the VAMC to
the Sheridan treated water system.” In other words, is it more costeffective for the VAMC to
continue to treat and supply their own water to the Medical Center,
or will they save money
by having the City provide them treated water? The study has other
purposes as well.

CITY OF SHERIDAN WASTEWATER COLLECTION
SYSTEM ASSESSMENT
Date: Draft Report, January 2006
Developed for: City of Sheridan
Developed by: HKM Engineering, Inc.

Background and Purpose
The purpose is to assess the Sanitary Sewer Collection system. All of
the city of Sheridan (16,000) and much of the population in the
Little and Big Goose drainages are served by City and Sheridan Area
Water System (SAWS) treated water. SAWs has been a large factor
in the ability of this growth to occur and has been the focus of
engineering studies and management plans over the past few
decades. With the exception of a few major “interceptor sewer
projects”, the sanitary sewer collection system has slowly developed
and been designed and built as needed for development over the
years. With the exception of the wastewater plant, and a few
relatively small extensions and replacement projects, the overall City
of Sheridan sanitary sewer system has not been scrutinized since the
1970’s.
The purpose of this study is to:


review existing collection system data,



identify existing interceptors and major laterals,

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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collect flow data and survey information at key locations,



assess structural conditions at key locations,



identify future impacts from planned growth,



recommend solutions for rehabilitation and expansion of the
city collection system, and



prepare operational suggestions for a future monitoring
program.

The service area is the “201 Sewer Service Boundary”

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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Key Recommendations
This section summarizes the recommendations discussed in this
study. These
recommendations include:


Continue monitoring of sanitary sewers with flow meters at
sewershed mouths, creek crossings and other select
locations.



Further evaluate creek crossings before completing CIP
(Capital Improvements Plan) creek crossings project.



Further evaluate the service area and size of future Big
Goose Interceptor project. This project would most likely
extend out Big Goose road, and serve the properties on the
north side of Big Goose Road (Loucks). Preliminary sizing
and routing of this line is presented in this report, however it
may be prudent to reconsider the study area and how much
of the Big Goose Valley should be served by city sewer,
before final line sizes are established.



Many recommendations were made for items of further
study, including evaluating a service area larger than the
current service area, and fine tuning the hydraulic model.



Conduct further investigation of infiltration/inflow (I/I) once
the camera software is upgraded and the survey data
available for incorporation into the GIS.



Complete the condition assessment and coding the condition
of sewers. When this is complete, incorporate into GIS and
asset management software.

SEPTIC SYSTEM IMPACT STUDY (2006)
Date: December 2006
Developed for: The Goose Creek Watershed Planning Committee
Partnership
Developed by: HKM Engineering

Background and Purpose
In 1998 and 1999 fecal coliform bacteria levels exceeding state
regulations were found in the Big Goose and Little Goose Creeks. In
2000, Sheridan County created the Goose Creek Drainage Advisory

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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Group (GCDAG) to address current contamination levels in the
streams.
The purpose of the study is to develop a recommended mechanism
with which septic system installation and replacement can be
evaluated for appropriate use of alternative technologies in areas of
high risk for impacts to groundwater. The report documents the
data gathered and methods used to develop a recommended
evaluation criteria and septic permitting approach.

Key Recommendations
The recommended strategy for implementing alternative septic
system technologies requires minor amendment to the current
Sheridan County septic system permitting program. Implementation
of the program should include review and updates, if determined
appropriate, to the 201 Intergovernmental Agreement between the
City and the County and the Delegation Agreement between WDEQ
and the County. In addition, detailed evaluation criteria and design
guidelines should be developed. A commitment of appropriately
trained staff to implement and administer the program will also be
necessary.
The following recommendations are provided as measures to help
protect the groundwater resource within the Goose Creek
Watershed:
1. Continue implementing programs outlined in the Goose
Creek Watershed Management Plan.
2. Consider updating the current septic permitting program
(County).
3. Consider establishing a licensing program for septic system
installers and pumpers (County).
4. Select an appropriate Management Program (County).
5. Initiate a Regional Sewer Master plan for the Little Goose
Drainage (City).

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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SOLID WASTE
CITY OF SHERIDAN SOLID WASTE MASTER PLAN
Date: 2001
Developed for: City of Sheridan
Developed by: HKM

Background and Purpose
The Sheridan landfill serves 26,000 people throughout all Sheridan
County. It receives approximately 150 tons of various waste
materials each day. Much is segregated to be either composted or
later hauled off, so about 55% of the waste reaches the lined
disposal cell. Sheridan also manages a community-wide recycling
program.
The Solid Waste Management Plan examines several important solid
waste issues. A primary concern is with the remaining space
available in the existing landfill. While several years of space
remain, significant time is required to select, obtain, permit, design,
and construct a new landfill. The study examines two location
feasibility issues, including:
 Expanding the landfill adjacent to its current location.
 Developing a new landfill at another location further away
from the city.
It also explores two operational feasibility issues:
 Converting to a balefill.
 Using alternative daily covers.
Finally, it explores the recycling program and how to enhance it, as
well as customer service.

Key Recommendations
Landfill Location
1. Continued filling at the existing landfill and when Trench 8 is
completed, utilize the area west of Trench 7 to maximize the
life of the existing 120-acre site.
2. Purchase the Holmes and triangle shaped Cherni properties
immediately south of the existing landfill, so the operation
can laterally expand into this adjoining property. Pursue the
preliminary approval of these areas for the future landfill.
Maintain the landfill at its current location as long as
possible.
3. Consider reasonable operational efficiencies and waste
diversion practices to maximize the life of this area.
4. If future regulations, repermitting, or groundwater impacts
require a new location to be found, consider obtaining a site
SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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within the State/BLM land northwest of Sheridan. Further
investigation is needed to confirm the suitability of this site.
Operation
1. Continue separating material at the landfill to the greatest
degree practical to reduce the amount of material which
must be disposed of in the expensive lined cell.
2. Maintain the current practice of placing loose garbage and
compacting it with a steel-wheeled compactor (it is not
recommended at this time to convert to a balefill).
3. Utilize both tarp and foam spray alternative daily covers
(ADCs) to reduce the amount of dirt going into the landfill.
This will both extend the life of the lined cell and help save
dirt, as it appears the current site will be “dirt short.”
4. The shape of the daily cell will probably need to be adjusted
with the use of ADCs for optimal efficiency.
5. Track volumes and densities with periodic surveying.
Recycling and Customer Service
1. Expand the recycling center when additional area in the
building becomes available.
2. Proceed with a more aggressive public information and
education program relating to recycling. Utilize volunteers
for this as possible. Strive to build the amounts of materials
being recycled by user diversion efforts.
3. Continue to enhance services provided to the users and
information on both recycling and the entire solid waste
program.

TRANSPORTATION
SHERIDAN COUNTY AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
UPDATE
Date: 1996
Developed for: Sheridan County
Developed by: Barnard Dunkelberg & Company, TSP, Emerson
Studio, and Kaiser & Company

Background and Purpose
Sheridan County Airport is owned by the County; the County
Commissioners act as the Airport Board. The 1,550 acre property is
classified as a commercial service airport by the FAA. This plan is
an update to the 1987 Plan. It is concerned with the planned
growth of airport facilities to accommodate future demand. It
evaluates aviation needs and also the relationship of airport facilities
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to the surrounding land uses and the community. It evaluates: (1)
airside facilities (runways, terminal, hangars, maintenance facilities,
ground access, etc.), (2) landside facilities (aircraft parking aprons,
terminal, hangars, etc.), (3) the relationship to the airport/airspace
system, and (4) the airport environs.

Key Recommendations
The following goals were established for the purpose of directing the
airport planning process and the future development at Sheridan
County Airport:
 Plan the airport to be able to safely and effectively
accommodate the forecast aircraft fleet with facilities
properly sized to accommodate forecast demand.
 Program facilities to be constructed when demand is realized
(construction is to be driven by actual demand, not forecast
demand).
 Plan and develop the airport to be capable of
accommodating the future needs and requirements of
Sheridan County and the larger surrounding service area,
thus continuing in a role as a regional aviation facility.
 Enhance the self-sustaining capability of the airport and
ensure the financial feasibility of airport development.
 Develop land acquisition priorities related to airport safety,
future airport development, and land use compatibility.
 Encourage the protection of existing public and private
investment in land and facilities, and advocate the resolution
of existing and potential land use conflicts both on and off
airport property.
 Plan and develop the airport to be environmentally
compatible with the community and minimize environmental
impacts on both airport property and property adjacent to
the airport.
 Consider the feasibility of locating additional
industrial/commercial facilities at the Airport.
 Provide effective direction for the future development of
Sheridan County Airport through the preparation of a
rational plan and adherence to the adopted development
program.
 Integrate the airport’s ground transportation access needs
with the area transportation needs and coordinate with
county long-range plans. Consider impact of background
traffic on the airport development plans.
 Recognize General Aviation needs and accommodate
General Aviation users.
Outside the airport, the areas to the west and south are in the
county. The areas north and east are primarily in City of Sheridan
limits and zoned for residential uses. The airport and surrounding
environs are in the urban service area, which designates primary
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development areas. However, areas near the airport which are noise
sensitive, also have development constraints, including: ability to
provide water due to high elevation, slopes that exceed 10%, and
floodplain for Big Goose Creek.
The plan recommends a basic airside development plan, and
landside development plan (alternative A) (both affecting facilities
and property owned by the airport, although the airside alternatives
recommend some acquisition of property.
Land Use Issues: The airport does have an Airport Influence Area,
shown on the Recommended Airport Environs Land Use Plan, and is
defined as that property within the environs of the airport, where
particular land uses either are influenced by or will influence the
operation of the airport, in either a positive or a negative manner.
Figure E10 of the report shows the AIA and the land uses.

Sheridan County Airport Business Park
Construction Plans
Prepared By: TSP
This plan addresses the property at the southeast side of the airport
runway. Phase 1A of development.

CITY OF SHERIDAN TRAFFIC STUDY
Date: 2001
Developed by: HKM Engineering, Inc.
Developed for: City of Sheridan

Background and Purpose
The purpose of the study is to evaluate the existing roadway network
to accommodate current and future traffic, to address complaints of
congestion in the High School area, and to make recommendations
for city ordinance modifications for traffic related issues.

Key Recommendations
1. Roadway Network
The study includes a proposed transportation network to
accommodate current and forecast traffic. It includes classified
major arterial, minor arterial, collector, and local street designations.
Two distinct functions, mobility and access, distinguish the
classifications. Mobility allows traffic to get from one point to
another and access allows traffic to reach destinations. WYDOT’s
transportation model was used to verify the proposed functional
classification system and its operation. The results showed the
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proposed functional classification system improves the existing
system’s level of service and allows for significant future growth.
2. High School Area
With the proposed Functional Classification Map, students should be
routed to an arterial street to minimize the impact to the surrounding
network. The study recommends a signal at 5th and Long Drive,
policeman control, and additional parking lot exits. In addition,
local street traffic calming is recommended.
3. City Ordinance Modifications
The study suggests the following modifications:
 Coordinate speed limits to coincide with the functional
classification,
 Change the current process to direct traffic concerns to
Engineering,
 Expand the Sheridan roadway standards,
 Require more comprehensive traffic studies for new
development, and
 Implement a traffic impact fee for new development.

MAJOR STREET AND HIGHWAY SYSTEM REPORT
Date: 2005
Developed for: City of Sheridan, Surrounding communities, and
Sheridan County
Developed by: Systems Planning, Planning Program and Wyoming
Department of Transportation

Background and Purpose
The Federal-aid Urban System Program was established in 1974,
which joined with the Wyoming Highway Department and partnered
with Sheridan County and the City of Sheridan and other
communities to undertake a transportation plan. The partners
conducted the Sheridan Area Transportation Planning Process to
develop a plan to accommodate growth areas. Since the initial plan
was developed, the partners have updated the plan approximately
every ten years to accommodate traffic volume fluctuations.

Key Recommendations
The study assesses traffic volume on major roads. The data
collected will be used to create a twenty year recommended Major
Roadway System. The first step in this process is to identify those
major streets which are currently expected to be built and
operational sometime within the next five years. These are then
SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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added to the existing network and identified as the “existing plus
committed network. “ Proposals include:


The extension of Sheridan Ave. from Avoca Ave. to
Brundage Ln.



The trip tables developed for 10 year and 20 year scenarios
identified in ‘Future Assessment’ are assigned to the same
network.



The traffic assignments are then reviewed to determine and
possible deficiencies. Possible solutions are then evaluated.



The government is required to use the information collected
as an assessment to assemble a plan of development for the
existing and future roadways.

SHERIDAN PATHWAYS MASTER PLAN
Date: May 2007
Developed for: City of Sheridan and Transportation Alternatives
Coalition (TRAC)
Developed by: En Tech, Inc. Professional Engineers

Background and Purpose
The Pathways Master Plan is a project intended improve the overall
atmosphere of the City of Sheridan by encouraging alternative
transportation and exercise. This plan establishes desired future
pathways to connect important destinations of the town for safe and
easy access by pedestrians and cyclists.

Key Recommendations
The goals of this project are to improve upon the 1997 pathways
project. The following are the main goals of the Pathways Master
Plan:

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN



Recognize the benefits of safe and attractive pedestrian and
bicycle circulation.



Plan for “pedestrian friendly development” via development
of designs that encourage walking by providing site
amenities for pedestrians.



Develop pedestrian friendly environments that reduce
automobile dependence.



Enhance recreational opportunities by planning for an
integrated open space network compatible with existing trails
or pathways plans.
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During the subdivision review process, achieve over time a
comprehensive open space network that includes pathways
and trails.
Have the Sheridan County Planner investigate and pursue
mechanisms that can enable open space to be preserved,
and include such open space amenities as pathways,
bikeways and trails.
Incorporate requirements that new county subdivisions
outline how they will accommodate pathways.

Development Strategy
Improvements to existing trails are important to maintaining a safe
and desirable trail system. Part of the pathways plan is to improve
existing trails and related facilities by:


Increasing shoulder width of pathways,





Constructing more vandal-proof facilities,
Providing safer crossings of major streets,
Providing a safer multi-use pathway on top of the levee
system adjacent to Little Goose and Goose Creeks,




Reducing erosion and resulting undercutting of pathway,
Creating a more natural environment in undeveloped areas
via establishment of more native grasses,




Providing a better overall, more consistent finished product,
Trail extensions have been planned for the Pathways Project
for trails that have already been built during the 1997
project. These have been organized based on importance of
the trail along with other concerns.

In order of concern are the following
 Tier 1 projects are the most important to complete and
include extensions and safety improvements. Regional multiuse pathways are also planned to be developed to allow
travel outside of the city of Sheridan.
 Tier 2 projects have moderate importance.



Tier 3 projects should be implemented only after Tiers 1 and
2 have been completed.
Miscellaneous projects have been depicted as projects that
will incur minimum capital costs.

SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN

E-28

 APPENDIX E: PLAN AND POLICY SUMMARY x

SHERIDAN WEST CORRIDOR FEASIBILITY STUDY
Date: November 2006
Developed for: City of Sheridan and Wyoming Department of
Transportation
Developed by: HDR Engineering and WWC Engineering

Background and Purpose
The Sheridan West Corridor Study was developed as an extension to
the Vision 20/20 plan. The study has two parts which include:


The first part is the study to determine the purpose and need
for this transportation corridor and to verify feasibility.



The second part is the study to identify corridor options.

Phase One
Phase 1 is to determine the purpose and need for a west corridor
and verify feasibility. The findings of Phase 1 support the need for a
west corridor therefore allowing Phase 2 to evaluate corridor options
and identify implementation phases for a west corridor to be
designed and constructed. Phase 1 included the following tasks: (1)
Analyze population trends to obtain reasonable future population
projections to input into the future travel demand model; (2) Analyze
existing traffic operations and accident data; (3) Evaluate future
traffic conditions which compare build and no-build future traffic
scenarios to determine the purpose and need for a west corridor
from a traffic operations perspective; (4) Conduct a socioeconomic
analysis of existing conditions in Sheridan with relation to public
access, community cohesion, and downtown businesses that
compare build and no-build scenarios to determine the purpose and
need for and potential impacts of a west corridor; and (5) Perform a
Level 1 environmental site assessment to check for known hazardous
or sensitive sites based on a historical records search.
Phase Two
The purpose of Phase 2 of the Study is to identify and evaluate
corridor options for the construction of a West Corridor. During this
phase of the study four alternative alignments were evaluated based
on the objectives defined during Phase 1. The four alignments
provided various levels of travel benefits to current and future
travelers. The four alternatives were evaluated by the Sheridan
Urban Systems Advisory Council (SUSAC) and the public. The
alternatives were evaluated by the north section of the corridor (I-90
to 5th Street), west section (5th Street to Sheridan County Airport),
and south section (Sheridan County Airport to County Road 72). A
preferred alternative was selected based on input from SUSAC,
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public meetings and engineering feasibility. Details of the preferred
alternative include:
•
•
•

Two potential options for the north section including a new
interchange with I-90
One preferred option for the west section that connects
CR113 to 5th Street
A connection to I-90 in the southern section was not
accepted based on community input

A planning level cost estimate generated for the project estimated
that the cost per mine to build the West Corridor preferred alignment
would cost approximately $1.8 million/mile. Two important
considerations for the Sheridan County Comprehensive Plan update
are:
•
•

The desire of the community expressed during the Phase 2
study to preserve existing agricultural land uses along the
West Corridor from commercial development, and
A detailed Environmental Assessment (EA) will be required to
move the West Corridor project forward

2008 CITY OF SHERIDAN TRANSPORTATION
PLANNING STUDY (ON-GOING)
The City of Sheridan Transportation Planning Study establishes the
vision for transportation 50 years into the future. It provides the
framework for roadways construction, future right-of-way acquisition,
traffic problem-solving, and funding. A key objective of the Study is
to identify a transportation system that is responsive to the
community’s growth. The study will also set the stage for the
following objectives:
•
•
•
•
•

Identify an effective regional transportation network to
accommodate growth and the resulting traffic increase
Recommend standards for transportation corridors and street
classifications
Identify new corridors, streets and modifications to existing
streets to accommodate future traffic
Prioritize transportation improvements
Provide an official map for corridor preservation

The Study evaluates short and long term transportation system
demands based on future growth scenarios using the WYDOT traffic
model. The scenarios were prepared as a collaborative effort
between City and County Planning staff and the WYDOT planning
team. The 2005 scenario accounts for 20,958 people living in the
urban planning area, 32,177 in 2025, 52,620 in 2055, and
103,638 at buildout. The traffic generated from the model is used
SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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as the basis to determine the future transportation network. The
plan recommends the following.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Future signalization of new roadways at congested points in
the network
Emergency routes for life safety vehicles
Truck routes that take advantage of a grid system
Proposed priority snow removal routes based on functional
classification
Proposed bicycle facilities as recommended in the Sheridan
Pathways Master Plan
Update the current school safety program
Consolidate bus routes to future arterial network for
efficiency
Conduct a transit study to determine travel demand between
activity centers

HOUSING
SHERIDAN COUNTY HOUSING NEEDS
ASSESSMENT
Date: January, 2006
Developed for: Sheridan County
Developed by: Community Strategies Institute

Background and Purpose
The assessment provides a framework for understanding current and
future housing conditions and needs and goals to address the needs.
The assessment contains a wealth of socio-economic and housing
data.

Key Recommendations
The assessment identifies the following housing goals for Sheridan
County:
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Provide a full range of housing choices in Sheridan County.
Special efforts should be directed to the housing needs of
groups not easily served by the private market. Those groups
include moderate and lower income families of various sizes,
elderly households on fixed incomes, and those with special
challenges.



Promote the preservation and affordability of existing
housing stock and older neighborhoods by improving the
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housing and upgrading neighborhood infrastructure and
conditions.


Create innovative partnerships between government and the
private sector by adopting ordinances, plans and policies to
expand housing opportunities and support economic
diversity.



Facilitate and support housing activities carried out by
community groups and individuals.

OPEN SPACE
SHERIDAN COUNTY OPEN SPACE: DEFINITIONS,
GOALS AND ANALYSIS BY GROWTH
MANAGEMENT AREA
Date: March 2005
Developed by: Planning Program, Department of Geography,
University of Wyoming
Sheridan County, Wyoming created an open space committee to
explore and examine the different aspects of open space because
the citizens believe it is a critical component of their definition of
Sheridan County’s character and well-being. This report is a
description and examination of the characteristics of open space
that are an intrinsic component of land use. This study has four
major elements that will provide a foundation upon which Sheridan
County can develop their open space plan and policies. The four
components are:
1. Open Space Background: a definition of open space with
the legal foundations of open space planning within
Wyoming, a jurisdictional survey of Sheridan County’s
responsibilities in open space planning, what role open space
plays in the comprehensive plans of the county, and what
pressures there are on open space in Sheridan County.
2. Open Space Goal Definitions: an analysis of what is meant
by the ten different goals identified by Sheridan County’s
Open Space committee for; open areas, agricultural lands,
wooded natural resources, wildlife areas, environmental
concerns, water courses and riparian areas, viewsheds and
ridgelines, recreation, historic areas, and sense of place.
3. Analysis of Growth Areas: Sheridan County identified four
types of growth areas; urban core, urban growth area, rural
transitional, and rural areas, the analysis examines each goal
characteristic within the growth area.
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4. Summary and Recommendations: a review of the main
points presented in the background, definitions, and analyses
is given along with a synopsis of recommendations for
policies to obtain the identified goals. (Note: the
recommendations span through several portions of the report
and focus on implementation strategies the county could
pursue.)

CITY OF SHERIDAN
SHERIDAN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN & SUPPLEMENT
(1983)
Date: 1983
Developed for: City of Sheridan
Developed by: Joseph A. Racine & Associates

Background and Purpose
The supplement updates earlier plans, including the 1967 and 1977
plans. The general recommendations include:
1. Economic forecasts for Sheridan should be reevaluated
regularly in light of changes in the outlook for industrial
activity in the region.
2. A cooperative process of reviewing zoning and subdivision
cases within the planning area should be set up with the
County through an intergovernmental agreement. Standards
for development, a code enforcement, review procedures,
and utility service should be included in such an agreement.
3. The planning goals and objectives listed in chapter 2 should
be reviewed and, if necessary, amended on a regular basis.
4. This document and other City plans should be used as a
basis for decisions on zoning and subdivision cases, code
revisions, and public works projects.
5. The land use implications of the proposed West Beltway
should be kept in mind due to the improved access it will
provide to undeveloped lands. Anticipated development
induced by the project should be viewed as an opportunity to
apply good planning principles such as clustered commercial
development, limited access, etc.
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6. A set of annexation policies should be developed which
consider all of the likely sets of circumstances and public
needs. Utility extensions, road improvement, and
maintenance, the fiscal costs and benefits of servicing new
annexations and the procedures for processing annexations
should be included.
7. An inner-city traffic control plan should be prepared.

SHERIDAN CURRENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
(ONGOING)
The Planning Division is currently coordinating an update to the
City’s Comprehensive Plan. In 2001 the City of Sheridan joined with
Sheridan County in adopting the Sheridan County Growth
Management Plan - Vision 2020. The city's effort builds on the
foundation established by that document and the 2004 Community
Assessment.

COMMUNITY PLANS (IN
ALPHABETICAL ORDER)
BIG HORN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
(1977)
Date: February 1977
Developed for: Community of Big Horn and surrounding areas, also
given to Sheridan County as reference
Developed by: Big Horn Planning Advisory Board and Sheridan
Area Planning Agency

Background and Purpose
The community plan guides the development of the community to
maximize living, working, shopping and recreational opportunities
and condition for the residents in the area. A long-term plan for
development and growth has been put together to allow decision
makers the ability to make informed decisions for the good of the
community and residents.
The plan has three objectives:
1. Provide a means of communication to the citizens informing
them of the goals and objectives of the Board of County
Commissioners, the County Planning Commission, and the
Big Horn Planning Advisory Board.
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2. Serve as a common guide for community development to
private developers and to a future council, planning
commission, administration and other governmental
jurisdictions that may come into being
3. Integrate the plan with other plans and programs of the
county.

Key Recommendations






Pursue parks and recreational facilities based on demand
and population growth.
Conserve the surrounding environment.
Continue economic growth through industry, jobs, and the
utilization of natural resources.
Continuously improve public facilities.
Continuously improve the public education system.



Protect water quality and extension and development of
better a water system.
Extend sewer coverage into areas in unincorporated
communities where population densities are high and water
contamination is high.



Develop mixed housing for current and incoming residents.



The largest of concerns lie in how the community of Big Horn will
develop in the future. Developing zoning ordinances is the most
important part of the development plan. Appropriate zoning is
needed to develop a desirable community and to conserve natural
resources. Some issues include:
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The community desires focused commercial, industrial, and
residential areas with enhanced a unified community and
economy.



A thorough plan of streets and highways will be developed to
allow easy access to the city and surrounding areas as well
as a larger sewer system.



Environmental contamination is a large concern with the
aquifers in the area and a plan to minimize health problems
due to tainted water is a large concern.



The development plan was designed to be a starting point
for the community, but it needs to be updated frequently to
accommodate the constantly changing community.

APPENDIX E: PLAN AND POLICY SUMMARY 

E-35

.

CLEARMONT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Not available.

DAYTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Date: 2001 (updated in 2008)
Developed for: Town of Dayton
Developed by: Dayton Town Council, Dayton Planning committee,
and the citizens of Dayton

Background and Purpose
The Town of Dayton created a comprehensive plan to guide the
development of the urban area in a manner that maximizes living,
working, shopping and recreation opportunities and conditions for
the residents in the area. The town updated the plan in 2001 to
address problems such as urban sprawl and economics.

Key Recommendations
Overall Goals for Dayton


Develop a viable urban community including decent housing
and a suitable living environment and expanding economic
opportunities.



Preserve the natural environment and minimize adverse
environmental impacts through proper development
techniques.
Achieve economic stability within the employment region.
Strengthen the sense of community.




Parks, Recreation, and Open Space
 The Town currently has a 15-acre park with many amenities.
Most residents find the park adequate for the town currently
as well in the future.


Open space is considered important in the preservation of
the surrounding environment and wildlife. New development
needs to consider open space resources in along with public
access points.

Water System


The water supply is adequate currently and for the future.
Upgrading is needed in some areas of the water treatment
facility. Some of the upgrades include backwash lagoon
expansion, upgrading the infiltration system, replacing the
SHERIDAN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLANN
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few old lines and reacting to growth and regulations
changes.
Sewage System


Extended services are required to meet the new development
needs.

Housing
 The development of a senior citizen housing development is
needed.


Multi-family housing is also needed to supply adequate,
affordable and mixed housing for the area of Dayton.



Proper zoning must be continued to ensure adequate
developments.

Land Use


Proper zoning maps are needed to be updated to continue
responsible development throughout the city.



Policies and standard must be enforced to maintain safe and
environmentally sound structures and facilities.

Residential
 Maintaining the sense of community is an important part of
Dayton.


Recreation sites need to be implemented into all new
developments to maintain a high standard of living.



Reasonable placing of residential development should occur
so as to eliminate incompatible placement near industrial
and commercial development.

Commercial


The development of architectural standards for commercial
property is needed to maintain a aesthetic standard for
Dayton

Industrial


Proper zoning and placement should be encouraged to keep
all industries concentrated into an area.



Zoning is the most important part of the implementation of
the development plan. Development strategies must be
developed in detail so that responsible development can
occur.

RANCHESTER COMMUNITY PLAN
Not available
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STORY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN (1977)
Date: February 1977
Developed for: Community of Story and surrounding area
Developed by: Sheridan Area Planning Agency and Story Planning
Advisory Board

Background and Purpose
The Story plan has four main objectives:
1. A guideline for community development and a basis from
which Story residents are encouraged to contribute
constructive suggestions and ideas towards improving the
plan.
2. This plan will be a common reference to the county, state
and other governmental agencies.
3. It will be a guideline to private land development occurring in
the area.
4. It will be inter-related with regional plans and programs.

Key Recommendations




Responsible use of the community’s natural resources to
preserve the community’s natural beauty and to make the
community collectively richer for all its residents.
Existing patterns of development are of prime consideration
in directing future growth and expansion.



Maintain a healthy environment by keeping water supplies
potable and maintaining an effective method of disposing of
sewage.
Story is considered to be primarily a retirement and leisure
community, therefore recreation activities are a high priority.
Some activities that the community would like to see
developed include horse trails, hiking trails, bicycle paths,
and an active sports park.




Tree conservation.
Wetland area acquisition.



New land developments to dedicate portions for park,
recreation, and open spaces.



Better enforcement of speed limits, vandalism, and freeroaming pets.



Most residents in Story use wells to obtain potable water.
Water supply comes from the Big Horn Mountains, so water
supply is ample. Potable water access is not a very large
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concern for the area because of the community’s easy
access to water sources. However, water quality is
considered a large concern for the community and as the
community grows actions need to take place to ensure that
aquifers do not exceed their ability to supply adequate water.
(Note: This was direction in 1977.)


Story relied completely on individual sewage systems. The
potential for water contamination is very high in this area
because of the high water table. Policies have been put in
place to help regulate sewage systems and to prevent them
from contaminating various water sources. The community
would like to build a waste treatment facility to decrease the
potential of water contamination. The following
recommendations aimed to ensure the community is able to
continue to have safe, quality drinking water and waste
disposal. (Comment: verify which, if any, have been
accomplished.)
a. Develop regulations for proper installation of
water wells and sewage treatment systems.
b. Require aerobic or other improved sewage
treatment systems be installed in any situation
where soil conditions, water tables, etc. indicate
conventional septic systems will not be adequate.
c. Consider centralized community water system to
assure a potable community water supply.




d. If the costs for centralized collection and
treatment of wastewater are too great at this
time, because of soil conditions and lack of
population density, then investigate improved
individual treatment devices.
Improve maintenance of county roads needs to improve, and
extend roads to accommodate future traffic densities.
Zoning is the most important component to appropriate land
use. The community needs to enforce and establish a land
use code and regulations.

Housing
Story has high numbers of mobile homes. Many residents of the
areas would like to see mobile home in designated parks.
The Story Community Development Plan was designed to be
updated every year and modified to meet current conditions;
however, that has not occurred.
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PROPOSED PLAN FOR MANAGING GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT IN THE BIG GOOSE AND BEAVER
CREEK VALLEY (1979)
Date: 1979
Developed for: Sheridan County
Developed by: Big Goose Planning Committee

Background and Purpose
The Big Goose and Beaver Creek Valley plan, and the committee
that prepared it, grew from shared concerns related to growth, and
resulted in the overall goal: “To maintain and encourage the rural
atmosphere of the valley.”

Key Recommendations
The plan establishes four major goals to: (1) balance the needs of
the growing community with the rights of the individual, (2) preserve
the present life style, (3) protect agricultural and water resources that
provide a renewable economic base, by maintaining low density
development, and (4) work to prevent conflicting land uses which
result in property devaluation and loss of community values.
The plan recommends an Advisory Board to become part of
development review process, and performance standards to be used
as guidelines for evaluating development. It also recommends
minimum lot size (2 acres), uses by right and conditional uses, and
prohibited uses.

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS AND
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS
CURRENT RESOLUTIONS AND ANALYSIS
SHERIDAN COUNTY SUBDIVISION RESOLUTION
Date: Amended 2007
The Subdivision Resolution explains the steps for the administration
and application of the division of land. It provides policies for the
recording of plats, creation of plats, and exemptions from the
platting process. It works to assist property owners in subdividing
and developing their property so there is consistency in the review,
approval, and development of land in the county.
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SHERIDAN COUNTY ZONING RESOLUTION
Date: Adopted 1985; Most recent amendment 2001
The Zoning Resolution’s purpose is “to promote the public health,
safety and general welfare of the County. To regulate and restrict
the location and use of buildings and structures and the use,
condition of use or occupancy of lands for residence, recreation,
industry [agriculture], commerce, public use and other purposes in
the unincorporated area of the county”. It describes land use
classifications (see the table in the Existing Conditions report), with
each being unique.

CONSISTENCY OF THE CITY ZONING ORDINANCE
& COUNTY ZONING RESOLUTION WITH THE
SHERIDAN COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT
PLAN (2001)
Prepared For: Sheridan Planning Commission and the Sheridan
County Planning and Zoning Commission
Prepared By: JGA Architects-Engineers-Planners
This analysis was prepared as a follow-up to the preparation of the
Sheridan County Growth Management Plan to describe
inconsistencies between he zoning and subdivision requirement s of
the City of Sheridan and Sheridan County as the pertain to the
Growth Management Plan (e.g., Vision 2020). The
recommendations are too lengthy to include here, but the analysis
pertaining to county resolutions should be helpful with the plan
update.

AMENDING RESOLUTIONS
SHERIDAN COUNTY MOBILE HOME PARK
RESOLUTION (1976)
This Resolution is enacted to encourage and promote well planned
mobile home parks by establishing adequate standards for design
and construction and ensuring mobile home parks will contribute to
the general development of the rural and future urban community.
It applies to all the unincorporated land, excluding mobile home
parks that existed prior to the Resolution adoption.
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SHERIDAN COUNTY AIRPORT NOISE ZONING
RESOLUTION (1979)
This resolution guides, regulates, and provides for the compatible
uses of land in the vicinity of the Sheridan County Airport by creating
appropriate zones and establishing their boundaries. It contains
standards and enforcement for three different zones:
 Zone A – High Interference
 Zone B – Medium Interference
 Zone C – Low Interference

SHERIDAN COUNTY PLANNED UNIT
DEVELOPMENT RESOLUTION (1988)
The PUD Resolution defines PUDs as projects that are pre-planned
in their entirety with variation permitted from the rigid subdivision
regulations. The purpose of this resolution is to encourage and
allow PUDs, including total planning of tracts consistent with the
comprehensive plan, innovative approaches, and flexibility to the
application of zoning regulations… to maximize opportunities for
good design,
No PUDs shall be approved unless the final PUD plan is found to be
consistent with current goals and objectives and/or the long-range
comprehensive plan for Sheridan County.
The PUD resolution outlines the development approval process steps
and procedures. It also defines specific uses and requirements for
PUDs. (e.g., uses by right are allowed plus conditional uses,
minimum of 25% open space, maximum net density for residential
of 10 units per acre.)

SHERIDAN COUNTY FLOOD HAZARD
RESOLUTION (1998)
The purpose of the Flood Hazard Resolution is to minimize public
and private loss due to flood conditions and to promote the health,
safety and general welfare of the public.
The resolution regulates building and alteration in the floodplain
without a permit, and it contains standards for new construction and
substantial improvements. It also requires subdivision proposals
greater than 50 lots or 5 acres to comply. The resolution references
flood elevation information (the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM)
issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, dated
8/2001.
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ZONING RESOLUTION TO LIMIT HEIGHT OF
OBJECTS AROUND SHERIDAN COUNTY AIRPORT
(1989)
This resolution regulates and restricts the height of structures in the
vicinity of the Sheridan County Airport (within established airport
zones).

SHERIDAN COUNTY 1996 INTERIM AIRPORT
INFLUENCE AREA RESOLUTION (1997)
The purpose of the Resolution is to identify the Airport Influence
Area, identify a Critical Zone (and DNL 55 Noise Contour), restrict
future land uses, and require avigation easements. It also
establishes the Airport Influence Area Map.
The resolution requires property owners to grant Avigation
Easements to the airport prior to development permits if they are in
the Airport Influence Area and prohibits residential uses, schools,
auditoriums, churches, and places of public assembly in the Critical
Area.
It also adopts the Height Resolution (below) by reference.

SHERIDAN COUNTY BUILDING STANDARDS
RESOLUTION (1999)
The Building Standards Resolution applies to all the unincorporated
portions of Sheridan County that are within the boundary of the City
of Sheridan’s Comprehensive Planning Area of 1983, except for
farms, hospitals, mines, and some transportation facilities. (Note:
The Resolution contains more a more detailed list.) It is enacted for
the purpose of implementing the Sheridan County Comprehensive
Plan by the establishment of regulations to establish minimum
standards to accommodate local Sheridan County needs. It adopts
the Uniform Building Code of 1997, National Electrical Code of
1996, Uniform Mechanical Code of 1997, the uniform Fire Code of
1997, the Uniform Plumbing Code of 1997, and the Uniform Code
for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings of 1997.
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT FOR THE
SHERIDAN WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES
(SHERIDAN/SHERIDAN COUNTY) (1985)
The agreement between the City of Sheridan and Sheridan County
addresses wastewater facilities, political jurisdictions, and operation
and management agencies within the service area boundaries.
The wastewater treatment facilities and the service area are shown
as proposed by the 201 Facilities Plan (note: Figure A was
referenced but not included with the IGA). Sheridan County will
cooperate and participate with the City of Sheridan in the
wastewater planning process for those areas outside the city limits,
but within the boundary of the Sewer Service Area. The county
agrees to refer plans for new development within the Sewer Service
Area to the City of Sheridan for its review and approval as to the
consistency of such plans with existing or planned sewer service.
The agreement shall not be terminated by either party without the
concurrence of both.
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