Sheridan County Fuels Mitigation Program

Greetings Everyone,
Spring is in the air and soon the hills will be alive with the fresh new growth of
both fauna and flora. After being cooped up all winter, people are anxious to
get out and enjoy the outdoors. For some, that means working and playing in
their own yards while for others, it means exploring nature through activities
such as camping and hiking. Last year saw a tremendous increase in outdoor
recreation and this year will likely be no different. With increased forest use,
comes the potential for increased potential fire ignitions. Hopefully folks will be
extra careful in making sure their campfires are completely extinguished, and
will have appropriate tools at hand such as a shovel and plenty of water. Other
ways to reduce the risk of starting a wildfire during your adventures include
making sure trailer chains are high enough so they don’t scrape the ground,
making sure power tools and equipment such as chainsaws and generators have
proper spark arresters, using caution while smoking, and avoiding parking
vehicles in tall grass. These are just a few suggestions. Be sure to check your
federal, state, and local fire regulations before venturing out or burning on your
own property. Please practice safety and caution in all of your outdoor
activities, and have a great summer!
*To access this edition, as well as previous editions of the newsletter electronically, visit the Sheridan
County, WY website at: Fire Protection Districts - Sheridan County Wyoming and scroll down.

In this issue:

Page

Page

Living With Fire in the WUI

2

2022 Crater Ridge Fire

5

Wildfire Community Prep Day

3

Story Wind Event

6

Little Bighorn River Canyon Proposal

3

Defensible Space – HIZ

7

Activities in Red Grade Road Area

4

Important Reminders!

8

1

The Sheridan County Fuels Mitigation Program is currently accepting
applications for enrollment from interested landowners within Sheridan County,
that have property in the wildland urban interface (WUI). The WUI is an area
where human infrastructure meets wildland fuels. The program is designed to
offer technical assistance to landowners in creating defensible space around the
home and reducing fuels on the property. Limited financial reimbursement for
some of the activities may be available based on available funding and subject
to program criteria.
Please contact your local Fuels Mitigation Coordinator for more information.
They can answer your questions and visit with you about your property at no
charge, and with no commitment from you to participate.
Sheridan County Fuels Mitigation Coordinator:

Paul Wright: 307-683-3370

Email: scdefensiblespace@gmail.com

Graphic Source: National Fire Protection Association
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June 11, 2022 Story Wildfire Community Preparedness Day Event
The 2022 Wildfire Community Preparedness Day event will involve putting on a community
open house at the Story Volunteer Fire Department Hall in Story. In addition, 2 large roll-off
dumpsters will be placed at predetermined locations where residents can deposit vegetative
debris accumulated while doing fuels mitigation projects on their individual properties.
The open house will be held on Saturday June 11th in an effort to foster awareness and
collaboration among residents regarding wildfire risks. Fire-fighting equipment will be on
display and an informational wildfire awareness display will be set-up. Educational materials
will be available, along with a limited supply of smoke detectors, and fire break kits for home
oxygen users. Fire department volunteers, the Fuels Mitigation Coordinator, the Fire Warden,
the Sheridan County Emergency Manager, Forest Service personnel, and Wyoming State
Forestry Division personnel will be on hand to interact with folks.
One dumpster will be placed at the parking lot of Story Centennial Park and the other one will
be staged at the old recycling site, just east of the school. Providing a place to deposit debris
and having it hauled away will hopefully incentivize residents to become proactive in
reducing wildfire risk on their property.
More information will be posted on the Story Volunteer Fire Department Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/storyvolunteerfiredept/

Little Bighorn River Canyon CAFA Project
Sheridan County has applied for a Community Assistance Funds Adjacent to National Forests
and Grasslands (CAFA) Grant to fund a proposed fuels reduction project in Little Bighorn River
Canyon. The project proposal is to cut and hand pile approximately 80 acres of fuels along the
canyon road corridor between the forest boundary down to the mouth of the canyon, in an
effort to improve ingress and egress for firefighters and residents. The topography and power
lines make the project very challenging and the narrow and rugged road is not suitable for
commercial hauling. Approximately 80% of the treatment units are on the Sunlight Ranch
property. The project would coincide with potential fuels mitigation work by landowners in the
Little Horn Cabins area in the lower portion of the canyon. Results for the grant application
should be determined sometime in late spring or early summer.
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Wildfire Awareness Activities in Red Grade Road Area
There have been a number of wildland fuels projects recently completed in the Red Grade Road
area. The landscape has a history of fast-moving, stand replacing wildfires, including the Little
Goose fire that burned 4,827-acres in 2007. Private landowners have completed fuels reduction
treatments in the Big Goose Cabins area, Stumpy Ridge subdivision, TP Association, and Black
Tooth subdivision. In addition, the Bighorn National Forest has completed approximately 200
hundred acres of fuel reduction projects near and adjacent to these properties including the
Swamp timber sale and stewardship contracts, and service contracts adjacent to Bosin Rock
communication site, TP Association, and Black tooth residential areas. Wyoming State Forestry
and BLM have completed fuels projects in the area as well. These treatments complement fuel
treatments already accomplished in the surrounding areas and help to enhance landscape level
effectiveness of the collective treatments in reducing wildfire risk.
TP Association completed 8.6 acres of fuels reduction during the summer which involved
thinning the lodgepole pine in common areas between and near cabins, as well as clearing the
understory of ladder fuels that allow fire to spread along the ground and into the canopy. Trees
were cut along the road going into the subdivision in order to create a shaded fuel break, as
well as to improve ingress/egress.
In addition to the work done around the cabins, another larger fuels reduction project was
implemented on approximately 50 acres of lands owned by TP Association, the Folly Ranch
(which is now owned by the Sheridan Community Land Trust), and the Folly Ranch Trust/C
Pardee Jr Trust. There has been no previous forest management activity in the project area
which, coupled with fire exclusion, has resulted in dense fuel loading. The project involved
thinning predominately mature lodgepole pine in some areas, removing an area of dense
blowdown timber, and clearcutting some areas as well. The project is part of a larger
coordinated effort to improve landscape conditions for increased firefighter safety and reduced
risk to life and property. All of the cutting has been completed and slash piles have been
pushed up for burning after they have had a couple of seasons to cure.

Before

After
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Crater Ridge Fire
The Crater Ridge Fire started on
July 17, 2021 on the Medicine
Wheel Ranger District of the
Bighorn National Forest,
approximately 31 miles west of
Sheridan. The fuels involved were
predominately mixed conifer
timber with an abundance of
dead trees, litter and understory
vegetation, logging slash, and
short grass. The cause of the fire
is undetermined. The fire burned
in a very remote area of the
forest and in extremely steep and
rugged terrain. Because of this,
firefighters were unable to
engage the fire directly, but relied
heavily on aviation resources and
indirect tactics to try to keep it at
bay. Although remote, the area is popular for hunting and fishing and the Forest Service implemented a
fire closure order for the Crater Ridge Fire area to ensure public safety. Two large burn scars flanked the
fire; the Pumpkin Creek Fire that burned in 1970 on the west side, and the Little Horn II Fire that burned
in 2003 on the east side. The reduced fuels resulting from
the 2 previous fires caused the Crater Ridge Fire to slow its
spread in those areas as it continued burning north
between the scars. The fire received some significant
moisture in October and was considered contained on
October 30th. The fire continued to burn within the
containment lines until the area received significant snow,
and was declared controlled on December 10th. In all, the
fire burned 7,682 acres. One historic cow camp, including a
cabin and other outbuildings, was destroyed. No serious
injuries were reported.
Although the closure area has been reduced in size, a
closure order is still in place around the fire area as there
are ongoing fire related activities occurring including
rehabbing dozer lines, hauling salvage logs, and cleaning up
the burned structures at the historic cow camp site. See the
FS Closure Order here: fseprd961460.pdf (usda.gov).
*Thanks to Sara Evans Kirol, Public Affairs Officer, Bighorn National Forest
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Story November 2021 Wind Event
The community of Story endured a wind event on November 16, 2021, with
winds gusting to 92 mph. Many trees, mostly large ponderosa pines, were
snapped or rolled at the root wad in the force of the wind. Some of the trees
landed on houses and other
structures, as well as on
vehicles and power lines.
Fortunately, no injuries were
reported but the resulting
debris of limbs and trees on
the ground created a fuel
situation in a community
already at high risk of
wildfire. Funding was made
available through the
Sheridan County Fuels
Mitigation Program to assist
landowners in Story with their cleanup efforts as a result of the wind event. A
20-yard dumpster was staged at the Story Centennial Park for residents to
deposit their vegetative waste until the middle of December. In addition,
landowners have been able to submit proof of payment along with a contractor
invoice to Sheridan County, and be reimbursed up to $500 to help offset
cleanup costs of down and damaged trees resulting from the wind event.
Landowners seeking reimbursement from their cleanup efforts directly related
to the November 16, 2022 wind event may still apply for reimbursement,
subject to program criteria and funding availability. Contact the Fuels Mitigation
Coordinator at 307-683-3370 for more information.

Dispose of charcoal coals only after they are cool. Empty the coals into a metal container with
a tight-fitting lid that is used only to collect coals. Place the container outside away from
anything that can burn. Never empty coals directly into a trash can.
Reproduced with permission of the NFPA
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Defensible Space – The Home Ignition Zone

There are no guarantees when it comes to wildfire. Depending on weather and other
variables, fire can consume a property regardless of mitigation measures that have
been taken to reduce the risks. Scientific research shows however, that creating
defensible space, especially within the
100-foot radius surrounding the home,
can greatly help increase the odds that
your structure will survive a wildfire.
The 100-foot radius surrounding the
home is referred to as the Home
Ignition Zone (HIZ) and it is important to
maintain this area in a fire-conscious
condition. That is to say that the HIZ is
maintained so that your home and
outbuildings have a greater chance of
surviving a wildfire should one occur,
Effective Defensible Space, 2016 Beaver Creek Fire, Jackson County, CO

and that firefighters would be able to safely employ defensive tactics. Keep in mind that
often times, it is the ember storm ahead of the flaming front that causes structures to
burn. Embers (referred to as fire brands) blowing under decks, entering vents, or
landing on combustible portions of a structure can cause it
to ignite. Hardening the structure itself by using
noncombustible building materials, screening vents with
metal mesh, and enclosing eaves and under decks are
just a few measures that help reduce structure ignition
potential. Hardscaping with rock, stone, or cement around
the structure can help hinder surface fire from reaching it.
Breaking up fuel continuity, both in the horizontal and
vertical planes, helps to limit fire spread potential, and
decrease fire behavior and intensity. The idea is not to
clear-cut all of the vegetation on your property but rather,
to maintain forest health and the aesthetic qualities that
you enjoy, while reducing the available fuel available for a
fire to consume. It’s important to keep in mind that
Post-fire Vegetation Recovery, 2016
maintenance is an ongoing activity so remember to
Beaver Creek Fire, Jackson County, CO
assess your HIZ and beyond at least once annually with
regard to structure condition and vegetative regrowth.

Photo Credits: Nathaniel and Kathleen Fay

7

Safety Reminder:
Be sure to take safety precautions whenever you are working on creating a
defensible space and in general. Maintain situational awareness at all times
and wear appropriate personal protective equipment for the tasks being
performed such as sunscreen, gloves, eye protection, ear plugs, chaps,
etc. Watch out for critters such as wasps, spiders, snakes, and others that
may be trying to make a living in your project area.

* Check the weather forecast for warnings and if increased winds
are predicted, avoid burning prior and during that time.
* Have fire tools, water and a phone readily available.
* Do not delay calling for help if your burn gets out of hand as early
response can minimize control efforts and potential damage.
Be sure to notify the Dispatch Center before any planned burning so the fire
department doesn’t show up uninvited! Their phone number is 307-672-2413.
Plan ahead to evacuate your pets and horses in the event of a wildfire!
Visit the National Fire Protection Association website for information on how to be prepared:
Pets: https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Campaigns/TakeAction/Household-pets
Horses: https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Campaigns/TakeAction/Horses

SPRING IS HERE AND FIRE SEASON IS ON THE WAY. IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO
REVIEW AND UPDATE YOUR HOME EVACUATION PLAN.

Gasoline and Portable Propane Tank Safety
Gasoline cans and portable propane tanks should never be stored indoors and
should be located at least 30 feet away from the home and away from possible
sources of ignition.
This newsletter is funded through the Western States Wildland Urban Interface Grant Program, which is offered by
the Wyoming State Forestry Division (WSFD) in partnership with the USDA Forest Service State and Private
Forestry branch.
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