Issue #4 — Spring 2022
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Living With Fire in the Wildland Urban Interface
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Wyeming’s State & Rriviate 2021 Fire: Season at'a Glamnce:
1,055 Human and Natural Caused Fires for a Total of 43,275
Acres

Sheridan County’s State & Private 2020 Eire  Seasoin:
50 Human and Natural Caused Fires for a Total of 580 Acres
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Defensible Space — The Home Ignition Zone

There are no guarantees when it comes to wildfire. Depending on weather and other
variables, fire can consume a property regardless of mitigation measures that have
been taken to reduce the risks. Scientific research shows however, that creating
defensible space, especially within the
100-foot radius surrounding the home,
can greatly help increase the odds that
your structure will survive a wildfire.
The 100-foot radius surrounding the
home is referred to as the Home
Ignition Zone (HIZ) and it is important to
maintain this area in a fire-conscious
condition. That is to say that the HIZ is
maintained so that your home and
outbuildings have a greater chance of
surviving a wildfire should one occur,
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and that firefighters would be able to safely employ defensive tactics. Keep in mind that
often times, it is the ember storm ahead of the flaming front that causes structures to
burn. Embers (referred to as fire brands) blowing under decks, entering vents, or
landing on combustible portions of a structure can cause it
to ignite. Hardening the structure itself by using
noncombustible building materials, screening vents with
metal mesh, and enclosing eaves and under decks are
just a few measures that help reduce structure ignition
potential. Hardscaping with rock, stone, or cement around
the structure can help hinder surface fire from reaching it.
Breaking up fuel continuity, both in the horizontal and
vertical planes, helps to limit fire spread potential, and
decrease fire behavior and intensity. The idea is not to
clear-cut all of the vegetation on your property but rather,
to maintain forest health and the aesthetic qualities that
you enjoy, while reducing the available fuel available for a
fire to consume. It's important to keep in mind that
maintenance is an ongoing activity so remember to
assess your HIZ and beyond at least once annually with
regard to structure condition and vegetative regrowth.
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Safety Reminder:
Be sure to take safety precautions whenever you are working on creating a
defensible space and in general. Maintain situation  al awareness at all times

and wear appropriate personal protective equipment for the tasks being
performed such as sunscreen, gloves, eye protection , ear plugs, chaps,
etc. Watch out for critters such as wasps, spiders, shakes, and others that
may be trying to make a living in your project area

Prior to any planned burning please:
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This newsletter is funded through the Western Stétédland Urban Interface Grant Program, whicbffered by
the Wyoming State Forestry Division (WSFD) in parship with the USDA Forest Service State and Riva
Forestry branch.




