Sheridan County Fuels Mitigation Program

Red Grade Fuels Reduction and Outreach Project

Howdy folks,
This newsletter is a service of your Sheridan County Fuels Mitigation Program.
In it, you will find some tips on reducing risks associated with living in the
wildland urban interface (WUI), information regarding past and current fuels
reduction projects in the Red Grade Road area, information from various
governmental agencies, and many other interesting tidbits.
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The Sheridan County Fuels Mitigation Program is currently accepting
applications for enrollment from interested landowners in the Red Grade Road
area, who are located between the Stumpy Ridge and Big Goose Cabins areas
inclusively. The program is designed to offer technical assistance to landowners
in creating defensible space around the home and reducing fuels on the
property. Limited financial reimbursement for some of the activities may be
available based on available funding and subject to program criteria.
Please contact your local Fuels Mitigation Coordinator for more information.
They can answer your questions and visit with you about your property at no
charge, and with no commitment from you to participate. You have nothing to
lose by asking, and so much to gain.
Sheridan County Fuels Mitigation Coordinator:

Paul Wright: 307-683-3370

Email: scdefensiblespace@gmail.com
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Sheridan County Fuels Mitigation Program Accomplishments in the Red Grade
Road Area:
79 outreach direct mailings 2018
2 Sheridan County Fuels Mitigation Committee meetings 2018
Fuels workshop in Sheridan 2018
20 wildfire mitigation assessments in TP Association, INC cabins area
2018, written plans produced 2019
• 6 landowners completed 4 ac defensible space, 9.2 acres fuel treatments
since 2017 for a total of $61, 681.07 expended and $ 14,710 cost shared
• Sheridan County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) updated in
2018. This plan can be accessed from the Sheridan County website at
www.sheridan county.com and by clicking Health & Safety and then
Emergency Management or you can enter the following web address into
your browser: https://www.sheridancounty.com/wpcontent/uploads/dlm_uploads/2018/04/Sheridan_County_CWPP.pdf
•
•
•
•

* Check the weather forecast for warnings and if increased winds
are predicted, avoid burning prior and during that time.
* Have fire tools, water and a phone readily available.
* Do not delay calling for help if your burn gets out of hand as early
response can minimize control efforts and potential damage.
Be sure to notify the Dispatch Center before any planned burning so the fire
department doesn’t show up uninvited! Their phone number is 307-672-2413.
Plan ahead to evacuate your pets and horses in the event of a wildfire!
Visit the National Fire Protection Association website for information on how to be prepared:
Pets: https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Campaigns/TakeAction/Household-pets
Horses: https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Campaigns/TakeAction/Horses
This newsletter is funded through the Western States Wildland Urban Interface Grant Program,
which is offered by the Wyoming State Forestry Division (WSFD) in partnership with the USDA
Forest Service State and Private Forestry branch.
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WYOMING’S 2018 FIRE SEASON
Wyoming experienced more than 900 wildfires that burned nearly 550,000
acres (850 square miles), and destroyed 65 homes and cabins. Each of these
numbers was substantially above the 2002-2016 yearly averages, and higher
than the peak year of 2012.
The scale of the Wyoming fire season was small compared to California, but
the contributing factors were generally the same, and will continue to
influence fire numbers, acres burned, and structures at risk.
Some contributing factors include:
• More people living in areas of historic wildfire equals more human-caused
fires.
• Increases in available fuel in wildland that included the wildland urban
interface (WUI).
• Drought conditions, with some growing influence likely by climate change.
• Major residential construction in the WUI at locations where historic fires
were large, but there were few residential structures to burn.
• Individual structures not in compliance with accepted and recommended
wildfire risk reduction practices.
• Burned communities were in historic fire-prone locations.
• Houses were not burned by a flaming front through a heavy forest. It was
the ember storm from other burning structures that ignited the buildings.
All of the above factors apply to Wyoming wildland urban interface (WUI)
communities. All but periodic drought and any future influences of climate
change, can be mitigated to some degree by reducing the flammability of
homes and the community through land-use planning, changing construction
codes for new buildings, reducing wildland fuels near WUIs, organizing
Firewise USA TM recognized communities, and implementing wildfire risk
reduction principles around individual homes and cabins.
SPRING IS HERE AND FIRE SEASON IS ON THE WAY. IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO
REVIEW AND UPDATE YOUR EVACUATION PLAN FOR YOUR MOUNTAIN CABIN.
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THE WYOMING STATE FORESTRY DIVISION

The Wyoming State Forestry Division (WSFD) was officially formed in 1952 by the Legislature.
Under State Statute the State Forester is mandated to “have direction of all forest interests
and all matters pertaining to forestry within the jurisdiction of the State of Wyoming.” The
Forestry Division fulfills this charge by providing three basic programs to the people of
Wyoming; State Trust Land Management, Fire Management, and Assistance Forestry.
The Forestry Division is responsible for the management of approximately 263,000 acres of
forested trust land across the state. This management includes timber management and
harvest, and managing our state lands for long term forest health and productivity. The
division is also responsible for fire management on 3.6 million surface acres of state trust
land and cooperative fire management on private and federal lands.
The Division is responsible for promotion of good forest management and protection
throughout the state on all lands. This includes input, advice, and assistance to private
landowners, communities, counties, fire districts, elected state leaders, and federal land
management agencies. Much of the assistance forestry program is delivered through the
partnership and financial support of the USDA Forest Service and their State & Private
Forestry Programs.
In addition to forest products, forested state trust lands also produce water, wildlife habitat,
and recreational opportunities. Timber sales are sold at public auction and the removal of
other forest products, including firewood and Christmas trees, is only allowed with a valid
contract or permit that can be obtained at your nearest WSFD District Office. District offices
are located in Newcastle, Casper, Laramie, Riverton, Buffalo, Pinedale, and Lyman.
Two things to remember about state forestland:
• Accessing state lands across private lands requires permission from the private landowner.
• Camping and fires are not allowed on Wyoming State Trust Lands.
For more information about Wyoming State Forestry Division, visit the website at
wsfd.wyo.gov or contact the Buffalo District 5 field office at 307-684-2752.

5

Wyoming State Forestry COOP
FORESTRY PROGRAM
Purpose: Promote healthy, diverse, vigorous forests with enhanced resilience to
wildfire, insects and diseases.
This is a statewide first come first serve program.
Qualifications:
•

Minimum of 2 acres forest.

•
Must have a Stewardship or Practice Plan.
•
Cannot retreat areas previously treated through Johnson County Fire
Mitigation program. Can be used in conjunction with NRCS EQIP program.
•
Acres treated through the program cannot be re-treated with
program funds in the future.
Practices: May include thinning, weeding, sanitation, direct control, or
combination. Will address slash and/or may address pre-existing slash or dead
down woody debris.
Cost Share Rates: Rates will be structured to provide approximately 75% of
practice cost on a fixed per acre payment. Landowner permitted to do work
themselves or hire contractor. Payment made upon satisfactory completion of
practice (final inspection).
Practice Period: Short, generally 6 months to one year.
Inspections: Will be periodically inspected by administrating Forester to ensure
timely completion of project and compliance with prescription standards. Final
inspection upon project completion is required for payment request.
Accounting: Landowner must be entered into state vendor system at start of
signup. Funds will not be allocated to landowner until completed vendor
paperwork is submitted.
Contact: Kelly Norris and Jacob McCarthy, Wyoming State Forestry Buffalo Office.
Office Number: 307-684-2752.
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Bighorn National Forest Fuel Treatments
The Bighorn National Forest is continuing work on areas across the forest around cabins and
associated structures as approved in Forest-wide Wildland Urban Interface Fuels Reduction
Project from 2010. Units around Bosen Rock, Lamburger Rock, Spear-O Wigwam Lodge and
some isolated cabins in the Lighter Creek area have been completed, as well as units on Forest
land bordering Black Tooth and Tepee summer home groups.
During the summer 2019 field season approximately 200 acres of fuels reduction treatments
are scheduled to occur around cabins in the vicinity of Big Goose Ranger Station.
The perimeters of the fuels reduction treatments are marked with yellow and black flagging.
The treatments of these units will be completed all by hand work (no heavy equipment) with
contract crews. Treatments consist of cutting approximately half of the trees in the flagged
area to achieve fifteen to twenty foot spacing between the crowns. Trees that are cut will be
bucked, limbed and piled by hand to be burned. Hand pile burning will occur in the late fall or
early winter as snow conditions allow and may not occur for up to two years after the piles are
made. Waiting to burn the hand piles is necessary to allow for the freshly cut green trees to
cure out and allow for appropriate consumption when burned. The fuels reduction treatments
will include cleaning up existing material on the ground. It should be noted that a second
treatment may be necessary to obtain desired results.
Should you have any questions regarding this effort please contact Kevin Hillard, Tongue
Ranger District Fire Management Officer, at (307) 674-2691 or email at khillard@fs.fed.us

Living with Wildfire in Wyoming is issued from
University of Wyoming Extension and is a
valuable resource for WUI home and cabin
owners. Copies can be obtained from your
Sheridan County Fuels Mitigation Coordinator,
Wyoming State Forestry Division, or online at
www.barnyardsandbackyards.com.
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